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SUBJECT: US-USSR EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
SECDEL FOR HARTMAN AND SONNENFELDT 

1 . MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
HAVE RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY OE LATE IN WASHINGTON 
INCLUDING SERIES OF ARTICLES IN WASHINGTON POST, SEVERAL 
SPOTS ON WTOP RADIO AND WTOP-TV. COVERAGE HAS BEEN 
GENERALLY POSITIVE ON SOVIET PROJECT, BUT DISCUSSION OF 
LINKAGE BETWEEN US PROJECT IN MOSCOW AND SOVIET PROJECT 

IN US HAS APPARENTLY ALARMED SOVIETS HERE. 

2. WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE DATED MAY 21 ENTITLED "US-USSR 
EMBASSY PLANS BALKED" CLAIMS THAT SOVIETS ARE READY TO 
START CONSTRUCTION ON JULY 15 BUT "CONSTRUCTION PLANS MAY 
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ITS OWN CONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS WHILE TRYING TO BUILD A 
US EMBASSY IN MOSCOW." ARTICLE ALSO REPORTS SOVIET 
DISTRESS AT ESCALATION OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS WHICH HAVE 
NOW REACHED $65 MILLION ANDTHEIRUNWILLINGNESS TO ASK FOR 
SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS FROM MOSCOW. 

3. IN DISCUSSION WITH ACTING SOV DIRECTOR, SOVIET 

EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY TREPYKHALIN BROUGHT UP WP ARTICLE 
WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS "VERY REVEALING" ABOUT US PLANS. 

WE EXPECT THAT THEY WILL FOLLOW UP OFFICIALLY AT HIGHER 
LEVEL BEFORE TOO LONG. INGERSOLL 
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